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Ludwig II, like his grandfather, now endeavoured to obtain
the best treatment he could at the hands of the victorious and
proud Prussians at the peace negotiations. In a letter to his great-
uncle, the King in Berlin, he urged that Bavaria had not really
waged war against Prussia but had merely taken up its stand on
the principles of the Confederation and fulfilled its duties in this
respect. The united efforts were successful in obtaining compara-
tively indulgent treatment. A small adjustment of the frontier and
a moderate war indemnity made the re-establishment of good
relations between victors and the vanquished very soon possible.
The campaign closed with the Peace of Prague on the 23rd August,
and King Ludwig I returned to Munich from the Palatinate.
The results of the war were of no avail to Minister von der Pf ordten
and the powerful Cabinet Secretary. Everyone knew that the
decision had been made by them and that they had decided,
though possibly half-heartedly, in favour of the losing side. This
made matters easy for Ludwig II if he wished to dismiss these
Ministers. Only the warnings of his grandfather who, owing to his
fear of revolutionary Ministers, still supported von der Pfordten,
decided him to postpone his dismissal. In reality Ludwig II
was less dissatisfied with the Minister's political activities than
with his bitter opposition to Richard Wagner and his refusal to
sanction his return. That was a matter of vital importance to the
King.

The old King had had little time or opportunity, owing to the
stirring times, for devoting himself to feminine society. This
interest still held him even in his eightieth year. On one occasion
Hiither described the trial of a very beautiful woman on a charge of
theft. The public in the court were nearly all admirers of the
woman and at the close the Public Prosecutor remarked: 'It
appears that she has been guilty of the theft of men's hearts, but
that is not forbidden in Bavaria.' When she was not convicted
the whole court broke into cheers. This amused Ludwig greatly
and he immediately asked the name of the beauty and of the
Public Prosecutor.1

The King continued to receive letter upon letter from
Mariannina. She wrote about her animals, about the tragedy of a
white peacock which had been eaten by a fox, and other little
trifles of that nature. But she never failed to mention her unalter-
able affection for Ludwig whom she hoped soon to see again. He

1 Hiither to Ludwig I, Munich, 24th February and 4th March, 1866. Munich H.A.